Transfer to Employment & Support Allowance
Problems ahead for some disabled claimants with the Severe Disablement Premium in their means tested benefits such as Income Support, Pension Credit, Employment Support Allowance Income Related, Housing / Council Tax Benefits

Many people claiming Incapacity Benefit, Incapacity Benefit for Youth or Severe Disablement Allowance will also be classed as carers for other family members or friends but due to the overlapping benefit rules Carers Allowance is not paid due to these other benefits of a higher amount, however the advantage of the carer claiming Carers Allowance is often the value of the extra Carer premium at £31 weekly in their other means tested benefits, with the advantage to the disabled person is that they also keep the Severe Disability Premium at £55.30 weekly in their means tested benefits, so a win, win situation for both.

As you will be aware the Government has started a full transfer of people on Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disablement Allowance & Incapacity for Youth onto Employment Support Allowance from April 2011 giving them the new ESA medical test. 
Following the trial transfer in Aberdeen and Burnley (October 2010), this showed that almost 70% of existing claimants DID NOT pass this new strict ESA medical.
If the person being transferred to the new ESA medical is also claiming underlying Carers Allowance giving them the extra £31 weekly, fails this medical. What does this mean for the disabled who have the Severe Disability Premium paid at £55.30 weekly in their means tested benefits?

It basically means the previously underlying Carers Allowance will now be paid in full resulting in the disabled person losing their Severe Disability Premium at £55.30 weekly.

To put this in context we have many thousands in this exact situation as this is one of the most common underlying claims we do as a specialist advice agency to help people maximise their household incomes.

We would encourage anyone in this situation to appeal the ESA decision and remain on Contributory ESA while the appeal is pending meaning the underlying Carers Allowance entitlement continues until the appeal is dealt with, if the appeal is then lost then serious decision need to be made regarding Carers Allowance and the Severe Disability Premium.
Concerned or confused contact Welfare Rights on 01387-266888
